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Introduction History

William Jessop appointed Thomas Telford as Supervising Engineer for the construction of
thePontcysyllte AqueductAlthough Thomas Telford is generally accredited with the
construction of the Ageduct, he was actually working for William Jessop who was his boss.
William Jessop had a large influence on the proceedings and one of his major contributions
was to turn the econommisfortuneof theElsmere Canaround when it was terminated on

the north side of the River Dee at the Trevor Basstead of continuing on to Chester as
originally planned.

This terminatiorof worksmeant that the canal would struggle to provide a return, as the
revenues for such depended on the trade being plied along the canal. To help overcome this
shortageof tradein 1803 Jessop proposed a tramway which would convieat has become

Cefn Mawr to Penycad his was for the exploitation of coal, lead, copper zind which

proved to be very successful and gave a positive return f&isheereCanal Company.

J e s s 0 p 6 shasTbeen knoven\by a number of other names as well, Ruabok Br
Tramway, Canal Company Tramway and for the section that runs through the former
Monsanto Works, Oily Works Rodffom Grassers timgjniddle roacandRoad 1by
Monsanto to the present day for the upper section called Railwalyd®tea the former
Railway Inn, which in turn took its name from the railway that once ran dowmnilthe

IntroductionPresent Day

Today the situation is reversed and what is now called the Llangollen Canal (formerly the
Ellesmere Canaly the busiest stretch of inland waterway in the UK Network. Furthermore

since UNESCO inscriptiofor thePontcysyllte Aqueduas a World Heritage Site, the

agueduct has becomee ofNorthEas Wal es 6s t o gant seesrniescéssadt t r ac
200,000 visitors annually.

However he fortunes of the Cefn are somewhat different, the two former major industrial
plants Monsanto and Air Products have closed and moved opergengere in thevorld,
and the community of Cefn struggliesthe aftermath of post industrial depression

Tourism in Cefn Mawr is nonexistent despite being next to the aqueduct because Cefn Mawr
remains separated from the aqueduct by the ex Monsanto Site and is etlycpromoted

in the tourist sector. Thepportunitytore pen Jessopbs -drawaheckrey f or h
carriageffers a cost effective first step in reconnecting Cefn Mawr and the Aqueduct that

will work with the tourist industry.

The road way still @sts today extending all the way from the Trevor Basin into the very
centre ofCefn Mawrat the centre of the Cefn. The gradgeregmain the same as when built

in 1805 and could be reopened once again providing a positive link between the centre of
Cefn Mawr and the Pontcysyllte Aqueduct.
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Criticism of the Pontcysyllte Aqueduct

One of the major criticisms of the Pontcysyllte Aqueduct bydhast industry $ thelack o
facilities at theaqueduct. Providing a positive linkould go a long way talleviatingthis
criticism by joining the traditional shopping centre of Cefn Mawr, Crane StreeWell
Streetdirectly to the aqueducDverthe last 10/ears thoughthe Townscape Heritage
Initiative (THI) the village centre of Cefn Mawr has been sympatheticallgregsandcan
provide all that is lacking at the aqueduct without spoiling the aqueduct with new build.

Please note that this proposal does not cover the running of a Horse HaakreyService
between the Pontcysyllte Aqueduct and Cefn Mawr, it only covers the transport route itself
i.e. Jessops Tramway. However examples of such will be used to illue&aietential this
proposal hasThird party business wiet up and run the Hackney Servicee the roadway

is reopened between Cefn Maamd the Pontayllte Aqueduct, so increasing employment.

Horse Drawn tackney Service Crane Street Cefn Mawr 1900

FUNDING

Funding isbeing sought since this not only preservas important historicarade &

transport route, it is actually planned to reuse it for the original purfpjoses s op 6s Tr amwa
canprovidea much need stimulus to the commercialefail sectors of our community, as

well as encourage other business in its own right. A horse drawn hackney service, linking the
PontcysyllteAqueduct, Windborne Gatewaynd Cefn Mawr togetherillv establish

sustainable tourism development for the Céfhis complies with WAG WPP, FGA 2015

andWCBC LDP2aspirations and will have a positive impact on CO2 and NOX reduction.
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Modern Sustainable Transport

Horse Drawn tdckney Service Crane Street Cefn Mawr 2016
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HistoricaRoute
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Extracts from 1803 Plans by,
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Welsh Sustainable Development ChaftdfGA 2015

Sustanable developmernih Wales means enhancing the economic, sacidenvironmental
wellbeing of people and communities, achieving a better quality of life for ouaodn
future generations, in ways that:

1 Promote social justicend equality of opportunity

1 Enhance the natural and cultural environment and respect itsdinsitsg only our
farshareot he eart hdéds resources and sustaining

1 Organise the way we live and work so we can travel less by car, wherever possible,
and can liveand work in ways that have a much stronger connection with our local
ecanomies and communities.

1 Have a resilient and sustainable economy that is able to develop whilst stabilising,
thenreducing, its use of natural resources, reusing sites and buildings and reducing its
contributionto climate change.

1 Do all of the above in wa which make us a fairer society, reducing the gap between
rich andpoor, building on our commitments to tackling child and fuel poverty.

The PKC Group is a signatory to the WelshGSé&nd fully supportthe above points from the
SDC as being especiallylegant to thigoroposal

Well-being Goals

A globally A prosperous
responsible Wales
Wales

A Wales of
vibrant culture
and thriving
Welsh
Language

A Wales of
cohesive
communities

A more equal
Wales
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Well Being Goals

Jessopds Tramway & Cefn Mawr wil |l contribute
community of the Cefn & Cefn Mawr recover from post industrial depression with the
highest unemployment in the Couri\Wrexham in North East Wales.

Jessopbdbs Tramway & Cefn Mawr wil |l contribute
the introduction of tourism on a truly sustainable basis to the Cefn & Cefn Mawr. This will

allow the switch to be made from a post istlial economy to that of a tourism based

economy at the heart of the Pontcysyllte World Heritage Site. This will encourage growth in

the commercial sector arsd the currently fragile economy will become more resilient.

Jessopobds Tr amwaquagepeoplgtogeteout of sheirtcars aadnexplore the
wider area of Cefn Mawr rather than just visit the aqueduct and then drive off elsewhere. This
has a very positive effect for tourists and local people alike in that they are encouraged into
healther life style activity of outdoors rather than riding round in cBssencouraging larger
numbers of people to park their cars and use alternative forms of transport such as the
Hackney Carriages that will be plying between Cefn Mawr, the Aqueduct ardb@/ire
Gatewayalong JT, thisill have a positive reduction in CO, N@ndPalladium emission

and pollution in our environment, thus leading to a healthier Wales.

Jessopdbs Tramway will directly address and c
inequality and disparity betwe&efn Mawr and th&Vorld Heritage Site which it has largely

been excluded from. Please see the documéith e r e 1 s fa& further evidenge: 0
Jessopds Tramway is a component of the ABack

which aims to reunite Cefn Mawr and the Aqueduct at the centre of the WHS enabling it to
become a Tourist arlflural UrbanTransport Hub for the Pontcysyllte World Heritage Site,
Dee Valley and South Wrexham. This will then develop a more cohesive community which
will have a positive andewarding output both locally and for the nation of Wales.

Cefn Mawr is rural urban villge on the boarders of Wales with England where the Welsh
Culture can be promoted to a large tourist base if the community of Cefn Mawr is supported
as required which will increase the vibrancy and use of both Culture and Language.

Cefn Mawr is only a smhtommunity in the scale of the world and Wales for that matter but
we do believe that we can make a world leading contribution towards Global Responsibility.
Cefn Mawr was once named as one of the three worst places to live in the UK during the mid
1 9 9.0rdisswas because of the ex Monsanto Chemical Works that was in full production at
that time releasing HS2, Hydrogen Sulphide Gas and other pollutants into the community.
The nick name for Cefn Mawr was Smelly Town, and it stank. However those plants have
closed and operations have been move elsewhere in the world, which has left vacant and
contaminated sites in our community which need and can be remediated. These sites may be
technically challenging but quiutgecatestt t en | i f e
opportunities Therefore ifwe can as we plan to do, overcome these signifidastaoles we

can lead the world in delivering a better future for our children and grandchildren.
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WCBC LDP2

The WCBC LDP2states inTopic 2, Built and Historic Environment under section heading,
Pontcysyllte Aqueduct and Canal World Heritage :Site

The former industrial village d€efn Mawr has been identifiedy a number ofources

including Landmap andralndustrial Archaeological Survey of the area around the
Pontcysyllte Aqueduct and Canakan areaof particular significance and even

international significance partly because of its historic relationship with the World

Heritage Site, and the PontcysgllAqueductAs a relatively well preserved example of an
unplanned industrial settlemeniCefn Mawr makes a particular contribution to the
understanding of the WHS and its industrial hinterland. The central area contains the Grade
2 listed Plas Kynastonhich was linked to the Kynaston family that owned the Plas Kynaston
Foundry from where the Aqueduct's ironwork was cast.

Several of the central streets trace the line of the old industrial tramway networkit is

likely that important archaeology remaitbeneath them. The old quarries provide visual
evidence of the area's past, and the built heritage comprising a mixture of Cefn stone and
Ruabon brick and terra cotta records and preserves the evolution and development of these
very important historic loal industries which are themselveisregional and national
significance

Comment although we see Cefn Mawr mentioned in the same section as the Pontcysyllte Aqueduct

under the LDP2 we have yet to see ANY proposals or recommendations about how to unify the

fragmented area. Cefn Mawr became isolated from the inland waterway networkglthie

expansion of the Monsanto Chemical Works, back filling in the Plas Kynaston Canal Branch and

Ot 2aAy3 hAiafte 22NJa w2FR gKAOK Aa F LINILH 2F WSaaz
(HS2 releases) where people did not want to come to. Nactimmunity of Cefn Mawr remains

isolated by the vacant site which is an eye saw immediately next to the agueduct and AONB?

Therefore the PKC Group propose JT and W&sxhe first steps in reuniting the community
and turning the eonsanto ge around.

Jssof® Tramwayroute

The
Pontcysyllte
Aqueduct
looking from
the Trevor
Basin.
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Jessopdbs Tramway ran alongside the basin and
seen set into the towpath in the above picture.

Jessopbdbs Tramway r an
bridge and the wooden gates shown
need to be reopened to allow
passage along the route from the
Telford Inn & Trevor Basin to the
Windborne Gatewagrea andhe
centre of Cefn Mawrthe Ebenezer
andCartographic Museuratthe

Holly Bush Inn and the

: Community Museum at th@eorge
ke | Edwards Hall.
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The bridge at the Trevor Basin taking
all that is required is relaying and beddingfrgravel track and aming of the gates

30/07/2013

The peaceful scene at Trevor Basin
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30/07/2013

Looking North along JT from the Trevor Basin
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Note this fence has had an art work attached since the photo was taken in 2013?

30/07/2013

Thefirst road junction
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Passing the cemetery

The former Monsanto Office Block now gone
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