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The Holly Bush Inn on the 5th of December closed under Welsh Government Restrictions. 
 
WALES 
 
Beach clean data gathered 
at the 2018 Great British 
Beach Clean has been 
invaluable in helping put 
pressure on decision-
makers in Wales to speed 
up legislation which could 
reduce litter at source.  
 
 

MCS has provided data and background for a plastics debate in Senedd and given evidence to the 
National Assembly’s review on plastics; all made possible by the data gathered by MCS’s fantastic 
volunteers. Looking forward, MCS hopes to see Wales be ambitious by putting a comprehensive, 
countrywide single-use plastics directive in place, to help to reduce the litter which pollutes our seas. 
 
But it’s not just single-use plastic on our radar! This year (2019) in Wales an average of 29 drinks 
containers of all forms were found for every 100m of beach surveyed. Over the last 26 years of data, 
we’ve seen a drastic increase in the number of glass bottles on Welsh beaches; in 1994 an average of 
2 glass bottles were found per 100m of beach, this year we found an average of 8. Whilst it is still 
paramount that we Stop the Plastic Tide, we must not lose sight of other litter items which can be 
just as harmful to marine life and beach visitors. 
 
Gill Bell Head of Conservation Wales for the Marine Conservation Society.  
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The clear indication of increased litter and Glass bottles on our beaches and elsewhere in our 
countryside, villages, towns, and cities shows us something important in the change of our 
behaviour collectively.  
 
We the PKC Group offer the following explanation. In 2000 the total volume of beer sold according 
to the BB&PA was just over 10 million pints. Then each year the volume fell until 2019 when there 
was a slight increase giving just under 8 million pints. Therefore, this is a decrease of 20% in 20 years 
and yet the litter problem has gone up, not down.  
 
On trade sales, i.e. beer sold in pubs has dropped from just under 7 million pints to 3.5 million pints. 
This then represents a 50% reduction in beer sales in pubs which has been reflected by pub closures 
over the past 20 years.  
 
Off trade sales, i.e. supermarkets and retail chains has gone from just over 3 million pints to just 
under 4.5 million pints i.e. it has increased by approximately 50%. Beer sold in supermarkets and 
retail chains is sold in cans and glass bottles. So, the answer to the rising litter problem and number 
of glass bottles on our beaches and elsewhere seems obvious.  
 
Furthermore, this is undermining the 2003 Licencing Act on 2 counts as it is a violation of Public 
Safety and disregard for the environment being a Public Nuisance.  
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Numbers of pubs in the UK by the BB&PA. 

 
 
BB&PA 18th March 2020 
Industry warns government has just 24 hours to save thousands of British pubs from closure 
https://beerandpub.com/2020/03/18/industry-warns-government-has-just-24-hours-to-save-
thousands-of-british-pubs-from-closure/  
 
The Guardian 22nd September 2020 
Premier Inn owner Whitbread to cut 6,000 jobs amid Covid crisis 
https://www.theguardian.com/business/2020/sep/22/premier-inn-whitbread-cut-jobs-covid-
beefeater-lockdown  
 
Evening Standard 7th October 2020 
Greene King cuts 800 jobs and shuts dozens of pubs as coronavirus restrictions hammer trade 
https://www.standard.co.uk/news/uk/greene-king-cut-jobs-shut-pubs-coronavirus-curfew-
a4565641.html  
 
Independent 16th October 2020 
Pub chain Marston's cuts 2,150 jobs, blaming government coronavirus restrictions 
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/business/marstons-pub-brewery-job-cuts-coronavirus-
lockdown-restrictions-b1041511.html  
 
 

http://www.pkcgroup.wales/
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At 18:18 after our pub the Holly Bush Inn along with all the other pubs in Wales had closed because 
of COVID 19 restrictions a test purchase of beer was made at the Co-op supermarket.  
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4 Pack Cans of Beer bought from the Co-Op after we had closed our pub the Holly Bush Inn in Cefn 
Mawr at 1800 on the 4th of December where the majority of our beer, over 80% of it is sold in beer 
glasses. We had to close in compliance with the latest COVID 19 Restrictions by the Welsh 
Government as did all other pubs in Wales. What surprised myself about this purchase was not the 
fact that I could still buy beer whilst our pub had been forced to close, it was the four pack plastic 
rings. I naively thought that these things had been banned and was surprised to see them back.  
 

 
 

Yep, Merry Christmas Everyone. 

http://www.pkcgroup.wales/
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These things are a menace to our wildlife causing untold harm, distress and eventual death to 
countless animals and birds every year and should be banned immediately. This Linear Economy of 
the supermarkets and retail chains is not only polluting our planet, but also killing our wildlife. This is 
far more than just a public nuisance and the Licencing Act 2003 needs to be enforced.  

http://www.pkcgroup.wales/
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Newsweek 17th December 2019 
We Are Destroying Sea Turtles With All Our Plastic Waste 
https://www.newsweek.com/plastic-pollution-bigger-threat-sea-turtles-oil-spills-752585  
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Tesco Wrexham 5th December 2020 
 

http://www.pkcgroup.wales/
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Tesco Wrexham 5th December 2020 
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Tesco Wrexham 5th December 2020, and please note the Corona Virus Larger that we have such a 
problem with outside the Holly Bush Inn with broken bottles in the street. Tesco is a major 
distributor of this product and we have to clean up broken bottles sold in Tesco Cefn Mawr on an 
almost daily basis out side our pub, The Holly Bush Inn, Cefn Mawr.  

 
 

 
 

http://www.pkcgroup.wales/


 

www.pkcgroup.wales  Page 11 of 27 
 

HOLLY BUSH INN ASB REPORT DECEMBER 2020 

 

 
 

Tesco Wrexham 5th December 2020 
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Tesco Wrexham 5th December 2020 
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Tesco Wrexham 5th December 2020 
 

 
The Guardian 17th October 2020 
Household recycling surge raises costs for councils in England. A third of councils have collected up 
to 50% more recycling since coronavirus lockdown 
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2020/oct/17/household-recycling-surge-raises-costs-
england-councils  
 
How many hundreds of thousands of tons of glass and aluminium will require recycling at best in 
Wales and the UK? Furthermore, in doing so how many more hundreds of thousands of tons of CO2 
will be liberated into the atmosphere?  
 
This is perhaps the most pertinent PUBLIC SAFETY issue for the current practice of large volume sales 
of alcohol from supermarkets and retail chains. This has a major negative impact on the Climate 
Crisis, which will, if not addressed bring about the end of our species and all others as we know 
them.  

http://www.pkcgroup.wales/
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betterRetailing.com 4th November 2020 
Booze surge: Budweiser axes 500ml cans & Booker introduces order limits, and Mark Beckett 
commenting on the rising demand for cans, explained: “All in all, this has resulted in a global 
aluminium shortage! Even the best forecaster would have struggled to see this chain reaction.” 
https://www.betterretailing.com/products/alcohol/booze-surge-budweiser-axes-500ml-cans-booker-introduces-

order-limits/amp/  

 
Aluminium Share Price 
Chart show rise as 
demand grows from 
September to 
December 2020. We 
will also no doubt see 
a rise in the number of 
beer cans left around 
our communities and 
countryside to match.  
 
This is another reason 
why we need to 
remove duty on Keg 
Beer and get people 
back in pubs and on a 
Circular Economy.  
 

http://www.pkcgroup.wales/
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12th December 2020 and another Stella Artois  

Bottle chucked in our beer garden. 

12th December 2020 and Fosters and other   

beer cans left in our yard. 

http://www.pkcgroup.wales/
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December the 12th and Fosters Beer Cans and lots of other rubbish by the bus stop outside Tesco 
Cefn Mawr. The Tesco car park is nicknamed the Tesco Land Fill Site. This is doing nothing for our 
community and is causing environmental damage. This is not compliant with any licencing be it 2003 
or any other part of WCBC ruling and litter is a recognised Coronavirus Pathway. If our beer glasses 
were allowed to be left lying around like this our licence would be removed. So why are 
supermarkets and retail chains allowed to get away with this? 

http://www.pkcgroup.wales/
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Fosters beer cans are a useful waymark, as for every one of these we collect we get a whole load 
more with them. And from our experience in picking up used beer cans Fosters is the most common 
in our area.  

12th December 2020 and the Fosters beer can trail again.   

 

http://www.pkcgroup.wales/


 

www.pkcgroup.wales  Page 18 of 27 
 

HOLLY BUSH INN ASB REPORT DECEMBER 2020 

 
 

 
 
Nigel, one of our Down Syndrome people in our community points out the broken Corona Virus 
Bottle again on Oxford Street outside our pub. Nigel is also one of our customers when we are open, 
and we are always glad to see him and make him feel welcome. We are happy to help.  
 

http://www.pkcgroup.wales/
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Cleaning up from Off Sales again by Tesco. 

http://www.pkcgroup.wales/


 

www.pkcgroup.wales  Page 20 of 27 
 

HOLLY BUSH INN ASB REPORT DECEMBER 2020 

 
 

We also clean up McDonalds mess and there will be more on this in January’s ASB Report. 
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More beer cans including Fosters on the roadside clearly indicate drink driving, 21st December 2020.  

 

 
 
Gate Road Litter Pick on the 27th & 28th of December turns up some surprises, like this street lighting 
unit left as a part of the LED upgrade on the B5434. This was recovered along with several circuit 
breakers and cable ruminants at almost every streetlamp. The Contractor working for either WCBC 
or our Community Councils needs to take more care and remove all rubbish from site and recycle 
responsibly.  
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There are a lot of junction boxes left without covers and these should be protected from the 
weather or we will get more failures. Subsequent billing of our local authorities for what has been 
substandard work in the first place is wrong. We need to check and get this corrected along with 
removing rubbish instead of leaving it on site. Note the blue plastic cable litter found at the base of 
every lamp post.  
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Party time again back at the Holly Bush Inn on the night of the 28th of December 2020. 
 

 
 

The Fosters Beer Can Trail leads back to the main source for our area, Tesco, mind you Aldi is also 
helping out locally, as we have seen!  

http://www.pkcgroup.wales/
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More broken glass hiding in the grass, waiting to cause injury, sold through off sales at Supermarkets 
and Retail Chains. This is clearly another public safety hazard in the middle of our so called “World 
Heritage Site”. This is a hidden environmental hazard, caused by discarded beer bottles.  
 

 
 
Litter picking in progress on Gate Road B5434 from the A5 down to Bont Bridge over Christmas 2020.  
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Bont Bridge, a Grade 1 Listed Structure just upstream from the Pontcysyllte Aqueduct. 
 

 
 

The litter collected from the litter pick.  
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Responsible Suppliers - Supermarkets and Retail Chains: 
 

• Plastic Drinks Bottles x 41 

• Glass Bottles x 31 (non-alcoholic x 2 and alcoholic x 29) 

• Broken glass bottles (estimated 10)  

• Cans x 99 (non-alcoholic x 65 and alcoholic x 34 (14 of which were Fosters)) 

• Shopping bags, Nisa x 2, Tesco x 2, CoOp x 1, Lidle x 1, Aldi x 1, Another x 1 

• AA Batteries x 2 (please note these are extremely toxic in a marine environment) 

• 4 Beer Can plastic holder (please note the pain and suffering these things cause wildlife 

every year is horrendous and well known. We thought they were banned but now see them 

back in the supermarkets and retail chains). We have responded to the Welsh Governments 

call on banning one use plastics in 2020 and support this action as well.  

Responsible Suppliers - Supermarkets, Retail Chains AND Fast-Food Outlets: 

• Bin bags full of non-recyclable plastics and waste x 2  

Please note all food outlets that operate between 2300 and 0500 need to be licenced and these are, 

in order of volume of litter recovered, MacDonald’s, Costa Coffee and KFC all pumping out litter 24 

hours a day. This is not in compliance with the Licencing Act 2003.  

Responsible Suppliers - Other Sources: 

• Dog poo bags complete with dog mess x 4 (in with no recyclables) 

• Man, United Jacket 

• Streetlamp and cable (Council Street Lighting Contractors) 

• Hub Cap 

• Motorbike stand 

• Golf balls x 2 

 

More MacDonald’s mess 30th of December 2020, this needs to stop.  

Please note that all the litter and waste shown in this report has been collected and recycled by the 

PKC Group to try and help our local community and save the planet. We ask WCBC to work with us 

to address the Climate Crisis, as this is where all this litter is leading.  
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