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General Introduction 
 
Cefn Mawr Economy: 
 
The Economy of Cefn Mawr is in post industrial depression with the highest rating for 
unemployment in the county of Wrexham according to the WCBC in their proposed LDP2. The small 
trader retail market has been further hit in recent years by the arrival of Tesco and the removal of 
public transport services from our village centre. Therefore this planning application for signage is to 
try and help our local traders and is made with Tesco Stores Agreement.  
 
Heritage: 
 
The signage needs to coordinate with the local heritage concept and the schedule 4 listing for Cefn 
Mawr as a conservation area. The image shown has been worked up following consultation with 
WCBC on this issue over a period of 4 years between 2013 and 2016. The WCBC Conservation, 
Planning and Economic Development Departments have been consulted.  
 
WHS: 
 
Cefn Mawr lies at the centre of the Pontcysyllte World Heritage Site and is very closely related to the 
aqueduct. Therefore it is thought that the sign posting should tie in with this by adopting the 
aqueduct emblem. The tourist market is the third, and potentially the largest market available to 
Cefn Mawr although we see nothing from this at present. This signage will not in itself resolve the 
tourism problem but it will help notify the customers frequenting the Tesco Supermarket that our 
village and local traders are still open for business. This is supported by Tesco as they are fully aware 
that if we are going to develop the tourist industry in Cefn Mawr, small independent retailers are 
very important to this, and Tesco will also benefit from the development of the tourist sector.  
 
Efforts are being made to bring tourism into Cefn Mawr from the aqueduct as to make our business 
work better we have this to improve our local economy in general. The aqueduct draws between 
200,000 and 300,000 people annually and we aim to attract 30% of those people into Cefn Mawr. 
That is a lot more people than we see now and this signage is designed to work with that.   
 
Practicality: 
 
The signs and lettering need to be clear and large enough for people to read from a car and passing 
traffic and needs to be affordable by local traders who will provide the funds between us for 
construction and up keep. A strip type design has been chosen. This will enable boards to be 
changed out as necessary as ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎΩǎ come and go, or are in need modification or repair.  
 
Costs: 
 
The signage needs to be good value providing effective advertising for our local traders at the most 
prominent focal points that will derive custom. There is no point in erecting signs in places that are 
not visible by the bulk of traffic, and where people do not go. With a sign height of approximately 
3.5mts this will give up to 12 strips at the Tesco Roundabout for Well Street, and 15 at the Hill Street 
junction for Crane Street.  
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Dimensions and Materials: 
 
The signs for Cefn Mawr Traders measure approximately 1.5mts wide by 3.5 mts high.  
 
The supporting individual trader strip signs will be approximately 1500mm wide by 150mm high 
 
Base material for signs is intended to be 19mm marine ply, with soft wood backing. 
 
Boards will be primed, undercoated and top coated in brown for maximum weather protection and 
durability.   
 
Lettering will be simple sign writing in white on brown background. 
 
 ¢ƘŜ ƳƻǳƴǘƛƴƎ ǇƻƭŜǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƎŀƭǾŀƴƛǎŜŘ оέ ǎŎƘŜŘǳƭŜ пл primed and painted matt black.  
 
The strip signs will be secured with U bolt clamps to the poles.  
 
Posts to be set in ground with 1mt concrete footings at Tesco roundabout and wall mounted on 
flanges and secured with 10mm expansion bolts / sleeve anchors at the Hill Street junction. 
 
Materials and workmanship will be sourced locally to help with our local economy.  The emblem of 
the Pontcysyllte WHS is incorporated in the design as Cefn Mawr lies at the centre of the WHS and is 
the source of the materials, sandstone and iron that the aqueduct is built from.  The sandstone was 
quarried in the free stone quarries of Cefn Mawr, Tyn-y-Craig. Coal & Cefn Iron Stone mined at the 
Plas Kynaston Colliery and other Collieries was used to produce pig iron at the Plas Kynaston Blast 
Furnace and this pig iron was then cast at the Plas Kynaston Iron Foundry, all by William Merlin 
Hazeldine and his work force from the Cefn & Cefn Mawr.  
 
 

 
Figure 1 Local Traders Signage Header Board 
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Figure 2 Example of sign for Well Street at Tesco roundabout 
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Figure 3 Example of signage for Crane Street  
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Figure 4 Wall mounting technical detail 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 






























