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Please Note: Although it may appear that we are being anti WCBC in this document that is not the 
case, we genuinely seek to work with WCBC for the betterment of our community but they also 
need to work with us which is what this document is about or our community will only continue to 
decline.  
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Introduction 
 
The Cefn & Cefn Mawr, the largest community outside Wrexham Town in the county of Wrexham is 
suffering from a serious lack of footfall in what used to be a very viable and vibrant community 
which formed a commercial hub for South Wrexham. The present sad state of affairs has come 
about because of a number of reasons, some of which cannot be changed and some of which can.  
 
The Cefn & Cefn Mawr is a post industrial community dating back to the beginning of the Industrial 
Revolution form when the community and surrounding villages were borne. Originally the Ellesmere 
Canal came because of the rich mineral deposits to be found in the area, such as coal, iron stone, 
lead and copper. These deposits extracted from the many mines sunk in the area lead to the iron 
and steel industries becoming established to process the raw minerals into higher value materials 
such as pig iron, copper, lead and zinc ingots, castings, pipes and other iron and steel work. Clay was 
also in abundance and with the availability of coal to fire the kilns, this lead to bricks works and 
other famous terracotta clay products being produced. With the arrival of railways in the mid муллΩǎ 
iron and steel work continued with the British Iron Works, [ŀƴŎŀǎǘŜǊΩǎ and eventually Air Products 
latterly producing large pressure vessels with a highly skilled work force before closure in 2009.  
 
A particular type of coal, cannel coal (a shale type coal) lead to the early production of shale oil and 
the beginning of the chemical industry at /ŜŦƴ aŀǿǊ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǘŜǊ ƘŀƭŦ  муллΩǎΣ later turning to the 
production phenol following the slump in crude oil prices after the American Oil Bonanza around 
1900, much like today. During the first World War DǊŀǎǎŜǊΩǎ tƭŀǎ Kynaston Chemical works became 
the ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ ƭŀǊƎŜǎǘ ǇǊƻŘǳŎŜǊ ƻŦ /ŀǊōƻƭƛŎ !ŎƛŘ mainly used in munitions against Germany, DǊŀǎǎŜǊΩǎ 
own people! Following the Great War Monsanto Chemicals went into partnership with Grasser, 
before taking the site over completely the мфнлΩǎ. The plant continued until final closure in the years 
between 2009 and 2014 and final clearance in 2015. In 2016 both sites of the former main 
employers of the area lie vacant along with other smaller industrial units and enterprises that once 
used to support them and so the Cefn & Cefn Mawr is a post industrial community, still suffering 
from the redundancies in our community.  
 
This has left Cefn Mawr with the highest unemployment rate in the county of Wrexham and in the 
top 30% for WIMD, and unless the present trend is corrected Cefn Mawr will join Plas Madoc in the 
top 10%, a part of the Cefn over time.  This must not be allowed to happen.  
 
However the Cefn & Cefn Mawr lie at the centre of the Pontcysyllte World Heritage Site and 
although Cefn Mawr has a very low profile on the tourist map, as this document will show, that can 
be changed. Furthermore, given the volume of road traffic surrounding Cefn Mawr on three main 
trunk roads, the A5, A539 and A483 with a combined vehicle count +14M vehicles annually the foot 
fall in Cefn Mawr can be dramatically increased. This will have significant positive effect on the 
economic viability and vibrancy of our community. Coupled with the transport infrastructure and 
interchange availability at Cefn Mawr, canal, rail and road combined with the long distance footpath, 
Offas Dyke and one of the top tourist attraction in North East Wales, the Pontcysyllte Aqueduct and 
immediately adjacent to the Clywdian & Dee Valley AONB, there is no good reason why Cefn Mawr 
cannot become a Rural / Urban Transport Hub for South Wrexham, the Dee Valley and the 
Pontcysyllte World Heritage Site, and a tourist destination in its own right, over the course of the 
planned LDP2 by WCBC. This can and should be done and we hope you will join us.  
 
Please note we are working towards this in practical ways such as with the Holly Bush Inn, LDP2 
ǿƻǊƪ ŀƴŘ ƻǳǊ ŎŀƳǇŀƛƎƴ ŦƻǊ άBack to the Future for Cefn Mawrέ ŀƭƻƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ƻǳǊ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜΦ  
 
 

https://www.plaskynastoncanalgroup.org/ldp2/
https://www.plaskynastoncanalgroup.org/pkc/tourism/
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Cefn Mawr & the Aqueduct 
 

 
 

View of Cefn Mawr & the Aqueduct in 2014 after the demise of the Monsanto Works. 

 

 
 
The Aqueduct, Cefn Mawr before UNESCO Inscription, since the aqueduct used to be at Cefn Mawr, 

why not now? 
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Cefn Mawr from the Trevor Basin Museum in early morning & Queens Hotel centre 

 

 
 

Trevor Basin parking seen from the Queens Hotel Cefn Mawr 2015, this is all really the same area.  
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The distance from the Telford Inn at the Trevor Basin to the Post Office on Crane Square in Cefn 
Mawr is 676mts as the crow flies, so reuniting the community is not that great a task in reality. See 
the proposals for WŜǎǎƻǇΩǎ ¢ǊŀƳǿŀy and the Plas Kynaston Canal, both of which suit the LDP2. 
WŜǎǎƻǇΩǎ ǘǊŀƳǿŀȅ ƛǎ ƻƴŜ ƳƛƭŜ ƭƻƴƎ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ŀ ƎŜƴǘƭŜ ƎǊŀŘƛŜƴǘ ŜƴƎƛƴŜŜǊŜŘ ƛƴ мулр ŦƻǊ ƘƻǊǎŜ ŘǊŀǿƴ 
vehicles, such as horse drawn hackney carriage service operating between the Trevor Basin, the 
Windborne Gate Interchange Parking Area and the centre of Cefn Mawr.  

http://plaskynastoncanalgroup.org/ldp2/
http://plaskynastoncanalgroup.org/canals/plas-kynaston-canal-story/
http://plaskynastoncanalgroup.org/ldp2/
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WCBC DMP 2012 -2017 
 

There are some bad statements about Cefn Mawr in the WCBC DMP 2012 ï 2017 that we 

dispute.  The first reference in the document to Cefn Mawr is made on page 40 as below.  

 

 
 

And Cefn Mawr is then scored like this on page 41. 

 

 
 

Please note we question these figures and do not agree with them, and ask how they are 

supported? 
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Overall Attraction / Offer  

 

Cefn Mawr Village receives the lowest mark by far despite all the good work of the THI that 

we hear so much about from WCBC? 

 

Access & Parking 

 

These are both primary problems for our village centre and we should have received a low 

score for this. Yet we have one of the highest which is just not true and plain nonsense.  

 

Orientation & Way Marking 

 

We do not contest this other than state the signage and mapping for Cefn Mawr is one of the 

worst examples possible as this document proves. So one may question how we are put on a 

par with the other areas?  

 

Visitor Facilities 

 

Cefn Mawr is given the lowest rating at 1.5 and clearly has far more facilities than Trevor 

Basin which has virtually none and receives a higher mark of 3, WHY? 

 

Street Furniture 

 

Again what ever happened to regard for all the THI work when they were scoring this. I can 

personally vouch for how well our traditional shopping centre looks even in the current and 

unnecessary economic recession our community is suffering, in comparison to many other 

similar villages. However unless the economy of our community can be turned around by 

reuniting Cefn Mawr & the Aqueduct this will be lost through the village becoming derelict 

with the introduction of commercial rates and further subsequent shop closures on the main 

streets in the not too distant future.  

 

Environment 

 

Cefn Mawr again receives the lowest mark which may have been true when Monsanto / 

Flexsys / Solutia were in production and the atmosphere was regularly polluted with H2S, 

Hydrogen Sulphide Gas, a known toxic gas, but those days have gone and this needs to be 

reviewed.  

 

 
 

The only other mention Cefn Mawr gets is this, which has obviously not taken into account 

WBG, JT or any of the other PKCG proposals that will work.  Furthermore these few 

negative statements about our community is all that Cefn Mawr gets, however there are 

numerous references to the aqueduct without reference to our community. This can only be 

construed as promoting segrigation which was not apparent before WHS status. 
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WHS Tourism Development Plan 2011 & Busses 
 

 
 
This is what was planned for Cefn Mawr in 2011, a bus service from the Trevor Basin to Cefn Mawr. 
The PKC Group did not think this was a good idea ŀƴŘ ǎǘƛƭƭ ŘƻƴΩǘΦ ¢ƘŜ ƛŘŜŀ ƻŦ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŘǊƛǾƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 
Aqueduct and then hopping on a bus to go into Cefn Mawr does not stack up. It does not hold 
appeal just ask yourself the same question, no need for consultants on this issue.  

PUBLIC TRANSPORT 2014 
 
2014: The traditional village centre of Cefn Mawr, the second largest community in the county of 
Wrexham lost its bus service. This was rerouted to serve Tesco while Cefn Mawr high street has 
been left with NO PUBLIC TRANSPORT. 

 
 
 
2016: The Old Vaults pub and the 
former bus stop opposite the Holly 
Bush Inn Cefn Mawr. These 
buildings are on Cefn Square at the 
very centre of the village. The Old 
Vaults pub closed in 2012 but was 
reopened again as a Chinese 
Takeaway in 2014. However 
takings have been so low even the 
Chinese are thinking about selling 
up moving on! 
 
 
 

http://plaskynastoncanalgroup.org/the-holly-bush-inn/
http://plaskynastoncanalgroup.org/the-holly-bush-inn/
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The ARUP Master Plan 2012 
 
The ARUP Master Plan as announced by WCBC, CRT and other third parties in 2012  completely 
misses out the community of Cefn Mawr is totally unaware of the requirement for Sustainable 
Development and Poverty Mitigation. It talks of building new hotels, bars, restaurants and shops at 
the Trevor Basin while the community of Cefn Mawr struggles to survive?  
 

 

The P Smithyman Master Plan 2014 
Prepared for WCBC & CRT and completely fails again to 
address the community of Cefn Mawr. The main purpose 
of this document is to promote a 1.5M pound café build 
at the aqueduct. This sum also includes £200,000.00 for 
ploughing up a field as a car park extension at the Trevor 
Basin and promotes continued use of Reads Yard coach 
ǇŀǊƪƛƴƎ ƛƳƳŜŘƛŀǘŜƭȅ ƴŜȄǘ ǘƻ ŀ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ Ǉƭŀȅ ŀǊŜŀΚ 
  
We ask what is wrong with using the Brownfield Site of 
the Windborne Gate which is already hard surfaced as 
suggested by our group and widely supported in our 
community. This would enable Sustainable Tourism 
Development of Cefn Mawr and the Aqueduct rather 
than continued segregation, isolation and health hazards 
to our children.   
 

http://plaskynastoncanalgroup.org/ldp2/
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Tourist Information Mapping 

Pontcysyllte World Heritage Site & Surrounding Areas 
 

 
 
This bus route map for the Pontcysyllte Would Heritage Site by WCBC with Cefn Mawr omitted. Why 
is Cefn Mawr not shown? In fact there are far too many examples of Cefn Mawr being left off the 
tourist map to date which could almost be construed as a campaign against our community, if we 
were paranoid?   This clearly needs to be put right if we are going to get Cefn Mawr on the tourist 
map. 
 

Cefn Train Station 
 
Also note the railway line shown, this is the Chester to 
Shrewsbury line and when Cefn Station is built next to Tesco 
this will allow busses to be coordinated with trains 
establishing Cefn Mawr as a Transport Hub and Tourist 
Destination for the Pontcysyllte World Heritage Site, Dee 
Valley and South Wrexham. This would also give Rhosymedre 
Industrial Estate the impetus to become one of the foremost 
high tech industrial estates in NE Wales and a prime area of 
employment for the people of Cefn Mawr.  This would be a 
vast improvement on the current state of affairs.  
 
 
 

Cefn Mawr? 

http://plaskynastoncanalgroup.org/gwr/cefn-station/
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Ty Mawr Country Park Walks 
 

The Visitor Count for Ty Mawr Country Park is very good averaging approximately 55,000 annually, 
which is up almost 10,000 from the figures reported in 2012. This is one of the primary assets of the 
Cefn & Cefn Mawr and shows what can be done with simple promotion and basic facilities.  
 
This pretty map for Ty Mawr Country Park clearly shows how to get from Ty Mawr Country Park to 
the Aqueduct without having to go into Cefn Mawr. Cefn Mawr is the village in the middle, and 
although Cefn Mawr is clearly in the middle between the aqueduct and the viaduct, Cefn Mawr is 
not mentioned once in the leaflet.  Why Not? It would have been so easy for this publication to link 
into and promote the Cefn Mawr Heritage Trail as well and yet this has not been done, why not? 
Why not make reference to the Cefn Mawr Heritage Trail?  

 
 TANY CUT WOODS, this charming 
ancient wood land is on the opposite 
bank of the River Dee to Ty Mawr 
Country Park.  It would be idea if a 
simple foot bridge was built across the 
river linking parks. This would certainly 
encourage far higher numbers of people 
to complete a circular walk around the 
area which would also encourage more 
people to frequent Cefn Mawr in general 
if displayed correctly. 
 

Cefn Mawr? 

http://plaskynastoncanalgroup.org/cefn-mawr/cefn-mawr-heritage-trail/


Where is Cefn Mawr? 
 

www.pkcgroup.wales  Page 13 
Printed by WTE Printers, High Street, Cefn Mawr, LL14 3BY 

 
 

AONB 
 

 
 

In the above AONB map for the Dee Valley and Clwydian Range it would appear that Cefn Mawr is to 
the eastern side of the A483 and appears to have been displaced by Pontcysyllte? 

 

 
 

Although Cefn Mawr is not in the AONB it is obviously immediately adjacent. 
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Trevor Basin 
 

 
 
This footpath map given away by WCBC at the Trevor Basin does not make much of Cefn Mawr and 
would not really prompt any visitors to venture into one of the best areas of the Cefn. The position 
of Cefn Mawr as shown is also incorrect as it would appear to be a lot further away from the 
aqueduct on the map than it is. This may just be artistic licence but again it is counterproductive 
towards attracting people to Cefn Mawr.   
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Pontcysyllte Aqueduct and Canal Guide by WCBC 
 

 
 
This handy little pocket booklet produced by WCBC for the Pontcysyllte World Heritage Site list some 
of the main features and places in the WHS corridor on its eight pages. Unfortunately though Cefn 
Mawr is only mentioned once as indicated on the back page which probably means that 99.99% of 
the people reading this will not be aware of Cefn Mawr. This then obviously is not helping put Cefn 
Mawr on the tourist map.  
 
Furthermore the website www.pontcysyllte-aqueduct.co.uk is equally as poor at promoting the Cefn 
& Cefn Mawr.  
 
The only website to promote the Cefn & Cefn Mawr to the tourist market in real terms has been the 
PKC Website for the benefit of the community of Cefn & Cefn Mawr and we reached half a million 
hits on the website as of 12th of September 2016. The PKC Group does not receive any public funds 
for this service and all advertising for public events is provided to the community free of charge.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Cefn Mawr 

http://www.pontcysyllte-aqueduct.co.uk/







































