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Please NoteAlthough it may appeathat we are being anti WCBC in this document that is not the
case, we genuinely seek to work with WCBC for the betterment of our community but they also
need to work with us which is what this document is about or our community will only continue to
decine.
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Introduction

The Cefn &efn Mawr, the largest community outside Wrexham Town in the county of Wrexham is
suffering from a serious lack of footfall what used to be a very viable and vibrant community
which formed a commerial hub for South Wrexhma. The presensad state of affairhas come
about because oh number of reasons, some of which cannot be changed and some of which can.

The Cefn & Cefn Mawr is a post industrial community dating back to the beginning of the Industrial
Revolution form vaen the community and surrounding villages were borne. Originally the Ellesmere
Canal came because of the rich mineral deposits to be found in the area, such as coal, iron stone,
lead and copper. These deposits extracted from the many mines sunk in tadea® tothe iron

and steel indusies becoming establi®d to process the raw mineraigto higher value materials

such as pig iron, copper, lead aridcingots, castings, pipes and other iron and steel work. Clay was
alsoin aburdanceand with the avdability of coalto fire the kilns this lead to bricksworks and

other famous terracottaclay products being producewith the arrival of railwayg the midmy n n Qa
iron and steel worlcontinued with the Btish Iron Works] | y Ol @nd &&ially AiProducts

latterly producing large pressure vessels with a highly skillexk force before closurdan 2009

A particular type of coal, cannel coal (a shale type coal) lead to the early production of shale oil and
the beginning of the chemical industry aSFyYy al g NJ Ay (i K ftertuniagStiNghek | £ F |
production phenolfollowing the slump in crude oil prices after the AmericanBaihanza around

1900 much like todayDuring the first World Wab NJ- & & S Kyastont@enhical works became

theg 2 NI RQa I NASal LIMBEMRdsBEINNudifonsgainstBezniaiy® NI @ & B N a
own people! Following the Great War Monsanto Chemicals went into partnership Githsser,

before takingthe siteovercompletely them ¢ H. /T2 dlancontinueduntil final closue in the years

between 2009 and 2014 and final clearance in 20052016 bothsites of the former main
employers of the area lie vacant alongth other smaller industrial units and enterprises thaice

used to supporthem and so the €n & Cefn Mawr is a post industrial communisyill suffering

from the redundancies in ourommunity.

Thi has left Cefn Mawr with the highest unemployment ratghe county of Wrexham and in the
top 30% for WIMD, and unless tipeesent trend is correted Ceén Mawr will join Plas Madoc in the
top 10% a part of the Cefver time. This must not be allowed to happen.

However the Cefn & Cefn Mawr lie at the centre of the Pontcysyllte World Heritage Site and
although Cefn Mawr has a very low profile i tourist map as this document will show, that can
be changed Furthermore given the volume of road traffic surrounding Cefn Mawr on three main
trunk roads, the A5, A539 and A483 withabined vehicle count14M vehicles annualhe foot

fall in Cén Mawr canbe dramaticallyincreased Thiswill have significanpositive effect on the
economic viabilityand vibrancy of oucommunity. Gupled with the transport infrastructurend
interchange availability at Cefn Mawr, canal, rail and road combin#dtteé long distance footpath,
Offas Dyke and one of the top tourist attraction in North East Wales, the Pontcysyllte Agaeduct
immediately adjacent to the Clywdian & Dee Valley AQN&eg is no good reason why Cefn Mawr
cannot become a Rurdl Urban Tansport Hub for South Wrexham, the Dee Valley and the
Pontcysyllte World Heritage Sjtand a tourist destination in its own righdver the course of the
planned LDP2 by WCBIis can and shoulik done and we hope you will join us.

Please note we areorking towards his in pratical waysuch awith the Holly Bush Inri,DP2
g2N] | YR 2 dzNBa@koYheJFulu@§or CEA Masva | £ 2y 3 SAGK 2dzNJ 6S0&A
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Cefn Mawr & the Aqueduct

The Aqueduct, Cefllawr before UNESCO Inscriptj@imcethe aqueduct used to be at Cefn Mawr,
why not now?
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14/01/2012

Cefn Mawr from the Tavor Basin Museum in early morning & Queens Hotel centre

Trevor Basin parking seen from the Queens Hotel Cefn Mawr, 20i$5s all really the same area.
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The distancefrom the Telfordinn at the Trevor Basin to the Post Office on Crane Square in Cefn
Mawr is676mtsas the crow flies, so reuniting the community is not that great a task in reality. See
the proposals folWS & 4 2 LJQ & and thé PYag Kynaston Canaboth of which suit the LDP2.
WSaaz2LJQa GNIXYgle& Aa 2yS YAES f2y3 F2ff26Ay13
vehicles, suchsahorse drawn hackney carriage service operating between the Trevor Basin, the
Windborne GatelnterchangeParking Area and the centre of Cefn Mawr.
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WCBC DMP 2012017

There are some bad statements about Cefnrhtathe WCBC DMP 2012 2017 that we
dispute. The first reference in the document to Cefn Mawr is made on page 40 as below.

The following appendix provides a summary of an audit of a number of potential destination hubs in Wrexham County
Borough. This was based on site visits (conducted 24-26™ April 2012) at the following sites:

+ Trevor Basin and Pontcysylite Aqueduct

+ Cefn Mawr

+ Erddig Hall

s Chirk Castle

+ Chirk

+ The Ceiriog Valley

+ Wrexham Town Centre — and specifically
o Wrexham Museum and St Mary's Cathedral
o St Giles Church and High Street.

The assessment looked at a number of different elements of destination delivery including:

* The overall attraction and offer

+ Access and parking

+ Orientation and waymaking

+ Visitor specific facilities

s Street furniture and general facilities
+ Environment.

The scale and quality of supply of facilities within these categories were assessed and scored out of 5 (1 would be very poor, 3
average, 5 excellent). The scoring does, to some extent, take account of the scale and nature of the site/hub in question.

And Cefn Mawr is then scored like this on page 41.

The following table summarises the scores for each of the hubs.
Site / hub Overall  Access/  Orientation / Visitor Street furniture Environ

attractio  parking waymarking facilities etc -ment
Trevor Basin 35 3 35 3 3 35 19.5
Cefn Mawr 1.5 3 2] 15 3 25 15
Ceiriog Valley 4 2 3 35 4 4 20.5
Chirk Castle 4 3 35 5 45 45 25
Chirk 3 3 4 2 3 3 18.5
Erddig Hall 4 I 45 4 4 4 24
Wrexham Town 3 3 % 2 35 3 17.5
Centre (overall)
Wrexham — Museum 3 3 2 35 2 2 18.5
I St. Mary's
Wrexham — St Giles / 25 3 3 2 3 35 17
High Street
TOTAL 28.5 28 305 26.5 31 31

Please note we question these figures and do not agree withatieissk how they are
supported?
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Overall Attraction / Offer

Cefn Mawr Village receives the lowest mark by far despite all the good work of the THI that
we hear so much about from WCBC?

Access & Parking

These are both primary problems for our village @eand we should have received a low
score for this. Yet we have one of the highest which is just not true and plain nonsense.

Orientation & Way Marking

We do not contest this other than state the signage and mapping for Cefn Mawr is one of the
worst examples possiblasthis document proves$so one may question how we are put on a
par with the other areas?

Visitor Facilities

Cefn Mawr is given the lowest rating at 1.5 and clearly has far more facilities than Trevor
Basin which has virtually none aneceives dighermark of 3, WHY?

Street Furniture

Again what ever happened to regard for all the THI work when they were scoring this. | can
personally vouch for how well our traditional shopping centre looks even in the current and
unnecessary economiecession our community is suffering, in comparison to many other
similar villages. However unless the economy of our community can be turned around by
reuniting Cefn Mawr & the Aqueduct this will be lost through the village becoming derelict
with the intoduction of commercial rates and further subsequerg slusures on the main
streets in the not too distant future.

Environment

Cefn Mawr again receives the lowest mark which may have been true when Monsanto /
Flexsys / Solutia were in production atite atmosphere was regularly polluted with H2S,
Hydrogen Sulphide Gas, a known toxic gas, but those days have gone and this needs to be
reviewed.

+ Cefn Mawr is at an embryonic stage of development for visitors. Medium term opportunities lie in development of the
Country Park — at the Aqueduct end, and in the longer term the development of the Flexys site by the Trevor Basin.
However, the lack of current reasons to visit and of visitor infrastructure, and the relative distance from the Pontcysylite
Aqueduct mean drawing visitors into the town centre will be difficult.

The only other mention Cefn Mawr gets is this, which has obviously not taken into account
WBG, JT or anyof the other PKCG proposals that will work. Furthermore these few
negative statements about our community is all that Cefn Mawr gets, however there are
numerous references to theuaduct without reference twur community. This can only be
construed asrpmoting sgrigationwhich was not apparent before WHS status.
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WHSTourism Development Plan 20& Busses

ii) Cefn Mawr

The village of Cefn Mawr is intrinsically linked to the building of the Aqueduct and
Canal through the location of the Plas Kynaston Foundry (where the iron troughs
were made) and the local Cefn quarry which provided stone for the piers. The
good work that has and is being delivered through Phase 1 of the Cefn Mawr
Townscape Heritage Initiative (Wrexham Council working with local landowners to
upgrade shop frontages/buildings within the designated THI area and funded
predominantly by Heritage Lottery Funding), has made a major impact on the feel
and environment along the High Street. This work will also continue through a
Phase 2 THI scheme from April 2011 onwards. In addition to this Wrexham
Council has supported the Dee Valley Community Partnership to redevelop key
buildings within Cefn Mawr such as the Ebenezer Chapel on Crane Street. As a
result of this work and investment Cefn Mawr is now ripe for the influx of visitors
which WHS designation could bring in order to consolidate the potential which has
been created by improvements to the physical realm and streetscape. Cefn Mawr
could so easily be turned into a thriving village and tourism hub, akin to Ironbridge
village and Blists Hill at Ironbridge. Trails, car and coach parking and branded bus
routes could spread visitors from the hub at Trevor Basin in to the village.

This is what was planned for Cefn Mawr in 2011, a bus service from the Trevor Basin to Cefn Mawr.
The PKC Group did not think this was a good IdgaR a i Aff R2yQli®d ¢KS ARSI
Aqueduct and then hopping on a bus to go into Cefn Mdags not stack uplt does not hold

appeal just ask yourself the same question, no need for consultants on this issue.

PUBLIC TRANSPQB&IH4

2014: The traditional village centre of Cefn Mawr, the second largest community in the county of
Wrexham lost its bus servicdhiswas rerouted to serve Tesamhile Cefn Mawr high streehas
been left withNO PUBLIC TRANSPORT

2016 The Old Vaults pub andhe
former bus stop opposite thelolly
Bush Inn Cefn Mawr These
buildings areon Cefn Square at the
very centre of the village. The Old
Vaults pub closed in 2012 but was
reopened again asa Chinese
Takeaway in 2014. However
takings have been so low even the
Chineseare thinking aboutselling
up movingon!
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The ARUP Master Plan 2012

The ARUP Master Plan as announced\l§BCCRT and othethird partiesin 2012 completely
mises outthe community of Cefn Mawis totally unaware of the requirement for Sustainable
Developmentand Poverty Mitigationlt talks of building new hotels, bars, restaurants and shops at
the Trevor Basin while the community of Cefn Maivuggles to survive

TheP Smithyman Mastétlan 2014

Prepared for WCBC & CRT and completely &éajlsinto

address the community of Cefn Mawr. The main purpose

of this document is to promote a 1.5M pound cdféild

at the aqueduct. This sum also includ&200,00000 for

ploudhing up a field as a car park extensionfa Trevor

Basin andoromotes continueduse of Reads Yardoach

LI NJAY3 AYYSRALFGSt& ySEG G2 |

We ak what is wrong with using th8rownfield Site of
the Windborne Gatewhich is already hard surfaced as
suggested by our group and widely supported in our
community. This would enableéSustainable durism
Development of Cefn Mawr and the Aqeduct rather
than continuedsegregationisolation ai health hazards
to our children.
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TouristinformationMapping

Pontcysyllte World Heritage Site & Surrounding Areas
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Thisbus route map for the Pontcysyllte Would Hage Site by WCBC with Cefn Maamitted. Why
is Cefn Mawr not shown? In fact theage far too many examples of Cefn Mawr being left off the
tourist map to date which could almost be construed as a campajgimst our community if we

were paranoid? This clearly needs to be put right if we are going to get Cefn Mawr @notlrist
map.

Cefn Train Station

Cefn

Also note the railway line shown, this is the Chester to
Shrewsbury lineand whenCefn Stationis built next to Tesco
this will allow busses to be catinated with trains
establishing Cefn Mawr as a Transport Hub and Tourist
Destination for the Pontcysyllte World Heritage Site, Dee
Valley and South Wrexham. This would also give Rhosymedre
Industrial Estate the impetus to become one of the foremost
high techindustial estates in NE Wales and a prime area of

e Tor more

-1g- employment for the people of Cefn MawiThis would be a
details vast improvement on the current state of affairs.
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Printed by WTE Printers, High Street, Cefn Mawli4 3BY


http://plaskynastoncanalgroup.org/gwr/cefn-station/

Where is Cefn Mawr?

Ty Mawr Country Park Walks

Wilks For Al Setsons i ey

T

Cefn Mawr?

The Visitor Count for Ty Mawr Country Park is very good averaging approximately 55,000 annually,
which is up almost 10,000 from the figis reported in 2012. This is one of the primary assets of the
Cefn & Cefn Mawr anshows what can be done wigimple promotion and basic facilities.

Thispretty map forTy Mawr Country &k clearly shows how to get from Ty Mawr Country Park to
the Aqueluct without having to go into Cefn MawiCefn Mawr is the village in the middle, and
although Cefn Mawr is clearly in the middle between the aqueduct and the viaGeéth Mawr is
not mentioned once in the leafletWhy Not?It would have been so easy ftris publication to link
into and promote theCefn Mawr Heritage Tra&s well and yet this has not been done, why not?
Why not make reference to the Cefn Mawr HeritagailPr

TANY CUT WOO[OBis charming
ancient wood lands on the opposite
bankof the RiveiDee to Ty Mawr
Country Park.twould be idea if a
simple foot bridge was builicrosghe
river linking parks. This woultkrtainly
encourage far higher numbegiof people
to complete a circulawalk around the
area which would also encourage more
people D frequent Cefn Mawr in general
if displayed correctly.
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In the above AONBap for the Dee Valley and Clwydian Railgeuld appear that Cefn Mar isto
the easternside of he A483 and appears to have been displaced by Pontcysylite?
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Although Cefn Mawr is not in the AONB it is obviously immediately adjacent.
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Trevor Basin

This footpath map given away by WCBC at the Trevor Basin does not makefn@iefn Mawr and
would not really prompt any visitors to venture into one of the best areas of the Cafnposition

of Cefn Mawr as shown is also incorrect as it would appear to be a lot further away from the
aqueduct on the map than it is. This maytjbg artistic licence but again it is counterproductive
towards attracting people to Cefn Mawr.
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Pontcysylite Aqueduct and Ca@alide byWVCBC

Cefn Mawr

Thishandy little pocket booklet produced by WCBC for the Pontcysyllte World Heritage Site list some
of the main features and places in the WHS corridor on its eight pages. Unfortunately though Cefn
Mawr is only mentioned once as indicated on the back page which probably means that 99.99% of
the people reading this will not be aware of Cefn Mawr. This th@ricusly is not helping put Cefn
Mawr on the tourist map.

Furthermore the websitevww.pontcysyllteaqgueduct.co.ukis equally as poor giromoting the Cefn
& Cefn Mawr

The only website to promote the Cefn & Cefn Mawthe tourist market in real terms has been the
PKC Website for the benefit of tttmmmunity of Cefn & Cefn Mavand we reached half a million
hits on the website as of 2of Sepember 2016 The PKC Group does not receive paplic funds
for this serviceand all advertisingor public eventss provided to the community free @harge.
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