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Introduction 
 
The Cefn and Cefn Mawr is largely bypassed by the majority of the traffic on the three main roads 
surrounding our villages. These main roads are the A5, the A483 and the A539. The combined traffic 
flow along these three main trunk roads is phenomenal and yet our traditional village centre sees 
very little of it, generally through a lack of appropriate signage. 
 
This is despite Cefn and Cefn Mawr being at the centre of the Pontcysyllte WHS and immediately 
adjacent to the aqueduct. To reconnect the centre of Cefn Mawr with the Aqueduct in a positive 
manner the PKC Group are proposing: 
 

¶ The opening up of the Windborne Gate Parking (WBG) area for direct central parking for 
both the Aqueduct and Cefn Mawr. This has the capacity to handle the traffic volume rather 
than continuing to overload the Trevor Basin, with no direct access to Cefn Mawr. 

¶ ¢ƘŜ ǊŜƻǇŜƴƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǿƘŀǘ ǿŀǎ ƻƴŎŜ WŜǎǎƻǇΩǎ ¢ǊŀƳǿŀȅΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿƛƭƭ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘ ǘƘŜ !ǉǳŜŘǳŎǘ ŀƴŘ 
WBG to the centre of Cefn Mawr and allow horse drawn hackney services to be run.  

¶ The full reinstatement of the former Plas Kynaston Canal terminating in a 60 berth marina at 
the rear of the Queens Hotel.  

¶ A railway station next to the Tesco Supermarket.  
 
For adoption into the WCBC LDP2 (2013 to 2028) 
 
This document is a basic heads up of what is required and where to address the problem of signage 
and bring tourism to the centre of the Cefn & Cefn Mawr in large numbers. The growth in traffic 
would then drive the economic recovery of our community at the centre of the Pontcysyllte World 
Heritage Site and put the Cefn & Cefn Mawr clearly on the tourist map.  

Traffic Volumes 
 
A483  In 2014 the traffic count according to the DOT was 9.25 million vehicles of which 7.1 million 
were cars or taxies.  
 
A5  In 2014 the traffic count according to the DOT was 2.24 million vehicles of which 1.7 million 
were cars or taxies.  
 
A539 In 2014 the traffic count according to the DOT was 3.25 million vehicles of which 2.7 million 
were cars or taxies.  
 
This means that 14.74 million vehicles drove past Cefn Mawr in addition to the +200,000 visitors to 
the aqueduct in 2014, while our village struggled on with low footfall and minimal trade.  
 
Something has to be done about this and we are doing all we can, we hope you will join us.  
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http://www.dft.gov.uk/traffic-counts/cp.php?la=Wrexham  

Current Problems 
 
¢ƘŜ ŀǉǳŜŘǳŎǘ ǎŜŜΩǎ ƛƴ ŜȄŎŜǎǎ ƻŦ нллΣллл ǾƛǎƛǘƻǊǎ ŀƴƴǳŀƭƭȅ according to Canal & River Trust, CRT 
(formerly British Waterways) counts which is conservative as compared to the figures given by 
WCBC at 500,000. Therefore assuming the CRT figure, 160,000 people arrive by car to visit the 
aqueduct and that is without an appropriate and coordinated signage scheme in place.  
 

Here we can see that a Country Park is 
indicated, this is in fact Ty Mawr 
Country Park on the far side of Cefn 
Mawr from this sign post.  
 
Also indicated is the long stay (WBG) 
parking area for the aqueduct. The 
current WBG parking area has no direct 
access to the aqueduct and any one 
parking there has to literally walk 
around disused Monsanto storage area 
before being able get to the aqueduct.  
 
No doubt the current situation will be 
having a negative effect on people for 
repeat business? 
 
However and perhaps more 
importantly, where is the sign for Cefn 
Mawr which lies between the WBG 
parking area and Ty Mawr Country 
Park?  
 

 

3.25m 

2.24m 

9.25m 

http://www.dft.gov.uk/traffic-counts/cp.php?la=Wrexham
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This is the planning by WCBC for visitor sign posting as of 2016, note the heritage village of Cefn 
Mawr is not included. These are the sings and the sites as indicated by WCBC in email between the 
relevant department and the PKC Group. Why is Cefn Mawr consistently left out? 
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In fact there are far too many examples of Cefn Mawr being left off the tourist map to date which 
could almost be construed as a campaign against the community of the Cefn, if paranoid?   
 

 
 
The bus route map for the Pontcysyllte Would Heritage Site by WCBC with Cefn Mawr omitted. Also 
please note the bus routes have been moved (2014) to bypass the traditional shopping centre of 
Cefn Mawr and serve the new Tesco Supermarket. This leaves the village centre without a bus 
service. Unfortunately the problem does not rest with the examples shown, there are more.   
 
Wrexham County Borough Council (WCBC) ARUP Master Plan, in the Master Plan produced by ARUP 
for the WCBC, concerning the Trevor Basin, Cefn Mawr was mentioned. In the document it was 
suggested that the village could be connected to the as planned new marina and shopping facilities 
as promoted under the WCBC/ARUP Master Plan by a bus service? Somehow the suggestion that 
people would be willing to drive all the way to the aqueduct, visit a new marina and shopping centre 
at the Trevor Basin, and then hop on a bus to the village centre of Cefn Mawr, which is on its knees, 
somehow fails to stack up to the community of Cefn Mawr and the PKC Group. 
 
The PKC Group has been asking WCBC for main road signs for 5 years to date, and although some 
progress has been made, WCBC say it is a slow process.  
 
A criticism of the aqueduct noted by WCBC and CRT is the lack of dwell time. People arrive and walk 
over the aqueduct and drive off. Virtually none of the people visiting the aqueduct visit Cefn Mawr 
or are aware of it. Therefore if the correct signage was in place, a reasonable proportion of the 
people visiting the aqueduct would also visit the village of Cefn Mawr, and this would dramatically 
increase the visitor dwell time in the area and county of Wrexham. 

Cefn Mawr? 
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Coordinated Signage System 
 
There needs to be a coordinated signage system that works across the board and promotes Cefn 
Mawr & the Aqueduct. To do this efficiently several levels of signage are needed that will work 
together and guide people to appropriate parking areas and lead them on from there by either foot 
or an appropriate local green transport system. The signage system should help guide people into 
our village and encourage them to explore it as well as just walking over the aqueduct and then 
wondering what to do? This will require signs leading to the main parking areas, followed up by 
information boards, local finger post signs, maps and guides and designated routes such as the Cefn 
Mawr Heritage Trail. Provision will also have to be made to work with local trader sign posting for 
the traditional shopping centre of Cefn Mawr as well as Tesco. Furthermore the signage system also 
has to address the other major amenities in the area such as Ty Mawr Country Park, Splash Magic 
and Cefn Druids.  

Tourist Visitor Information Road Signs 
 

1. Large tourist information signs indicating the Heritage Village of Cefn Mawr, the World 
Heritage Site Arts & Visitor Centre, the Pontcysyllte Aqueduct, Ty Mawr Country Park & 
Splash Magic are needed. These should be at the major road junctions etc. on the A5, A483 
and A539. 
 

2. Secondary tourist information brown road signs backing up the main road signs leading to 
the main tourist parking areas. These would then form the main free parking areas.  

Main Tourist / Visitor Parking Areas 
 
The brown main road signs would then guide people to the main parking areas at: 
 

¶ The WBG for main parking for Cefn Mawr and Aqueduct  

¶ Trevor Basin for limited & DDA parking at the aqueduct 

¶ Ty Mawr Country Park 

¶ Splash Magic Leisure Centre 

¶ Cefn Druids Football Ground 
 
These main parking areas are all within short walking distance, i.e. 500mts from the parking lot to 
the amenity as displayed on the sign and should be free parking. Obviously these main parking areas 
would be supplemented by the smaller parking areas within our community.  
 
The limited parking facilities at Trevor basin could then be designated for direct DDA and pay and 
display. A pay and display system at the Trevor Basin would encourage people to use the much larger 
WBG and alleviate the traffic congestion at the Trevor Basin, rather than building a new car park in 
the adjacent field as proposed by PLS for WCBC & CRT.  
 
Reads Yard could be reallocated for housing development. This would have the benefit of removing 
the exposure of ǘƘŜ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩs Play Ground immediately adjacent to Reads Yard, from the NOx and 
CO emissions currently being produced by the minibus and coach traffic parking there.  
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The main parking areas for Cefn Mawr and the Aqueduct 

 
 
It should be noted on heritage 
value that Cefn Druids is the 
oldest football club in Wales.  
 

 
 
http://www.cefndruidsafc.co.uk/ 
 
Local parking areas within the 
village centre of Cefn Mawr 
 
 
 

Ty 
Mawr  

WBG 
Parking 

Splash 
Magic 

Trevor 
Basin  

Cefn 
Druids  

Cefn 
Mawr 

http://www.cefndruidsafc.co.uk/
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Magenta Circles indicate large main road Tourist / Visitor Road signs on the A5, A483 and A539 
 
Blue Circles indicate secondary Tourist / Visitor Road signage leading to the amenities.  
 
Red Circles we would suggest restricted access due to damage to the Cysyllte Bridge, a grade one 
listed structure that is being demolished by traffic.  
 
Note by setting up the main parking area for the Pontcysyllte Aqueduct at the Windborne Gate 
(WBG) Parking Area as proposed by the PKC Group the traffic flow does not have to transit a housing 

area. Furthermore the parking area 
is not immediately adjacent to a 
ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ Ǉƭŀȅ ŀǊŜŀ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜǊŜŦƻǊŜ 
removes the NOx & CO problems 
associated with such. Also by 
opening up the WBG as proposed by 
the PKC Group this will reuse a 
Brownfield site. This is the complete 
contrast to the report compiled by 
Pleydell Smithyman for the WCBC 
and CRT in 2014. The PLS proposal is 
to plough up a field for a car park 
extension at the Trevor Basin.  
 

 

WBG 
Parking 

This field would be 
ploughed up for the car 

park extension? 


















































