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This is the first of three parts of the renovation story of the Holly Bush Inn, Well Street, Cefn Mawr, 
LL14 3AE, Wales, please feel free to copy as much of this as you like! Better still call in for a beer and 
look around, we serve the best beer in the Cefn and we always like meeting new people.  
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The battle to keep the pub open with the former owners, Pubfolio and their financial bakers, 

Anglo Irish Bank, going into administration during the conveyance of the property, came to 

head in February 2013. The pub was forced to close by the brewery in breach of contract to 

the PKC Group and was the first time the pub had closed since opening a long time ago. 
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After a lot of hard work we reopened on Good Friday, March 2013, during the heaviest snow 

fall since 1982. In the blizzards more slates were lost along with extensive damage to the 

guttering.  Although open again, the steel shuttering remained in place for a further 2 weeks 

until the thaw. This was because the company responsible for steeling the pub for Pubfolio 

refused to come back because of the weather! 

 

 

Snowing in 

building 
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The PKC Group decided to take on the Holly Bush Inn to prevent closure in 2012. The oldest 

Pub in the Cefn was built around 1800, from the stone rubble and spoil left over from the 

construction of the Pontcysyllte Aqueduct. It had been open for 200 years and once the best 

pub in the Cefn, before falling into decline. This is the story of how the building was saved 

from closure and renovated following years of neglect by the breweries.  

 

The, For Sale Sign was posted in 2012, on the oldest part of the building, the Telford style 

section. This had originally had a square hip roof; unfortunately the pub was in very poor 

condition and would required a lot of work to restore it to one of the best pubs in the Cefn.  

The most worrying 

thing at the time of 

conveyance was 

the poor condition 

of the roof with 

many, leaks, loose 

and missing slates, 

weeds growing, 

rotten timbers and 

the coming winter 

of 2012/13. 
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On completion of the conveyance in 2013 the first job was to relocate the beer cellar from the 

ground floor back into basement. This involved cleaning out 60 years’ worth of rubbish 

including 5 old fridges and renovating the original vaulted beer cellar.  

 

So work started early summer 2013. The beer 

cellar gives a very stable room temperature 

which minimises the use of air conditioning so 

reducing our electricity needs and subsequent 

carbon foot print.  

The beer temperature remains stable and we 

now enjoy the reputation of the best beer in the 

Cefn from our regulars, which is certainly a nice 

complement to have. By moving the beer cellar 

this enabled the heat exchangers to be relocated 

from a 1940’s outrigger at the rear of the Holly 

Bush Inn. The outrigger was subsiding badly 

and in a dangerous condition and so was 

scheduled for demolition.  
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The bar island was badly in need of tidying up after the brewery had left it. 

One of the most 

important 

requirements of the 

restoration and 

refurbishment of the 

Holly Bush Inn was 

to keep the pub 

open. This was the 

stated policy after 

popular request by 

our locals who 

continued to support 

us throughout the 

building program. 

Even setting up 

meetings such as this one for a Wrexham Leader story still went ahead. Everyone worked as 

a team and we all had a good time doing so, although at times it was hard work.  
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Early work on the lounge as a part of moving the beer cellar. 
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To complete a major renovation program of works on the Holly Bush Inn, one of Cefn 

Mawrs most historic buildings required assistance and help. This was sought from the 

Townscape Heritage Imitative. This is a body that had been set up to assist in the sympathetic 

restoration of architecture in Cefn Mawr with Heritage Lottery Funding. The THI team, Paul 

Blackburn, Steve Cox and Anne Morrison.  

 

For listed building and planning applications 

taken care of, 

Call: 01691 718 575 

Mobile: 07748 287 126 or 

email info@heritage-planning.co.uk 

http://heritage-planning.co.uk/ 

 

 

Chartered Surveyor - Steven Welch  

Byrom Clark Roberts Ltd Chester 

Swan House, Russell Street 

CH3 5AL Chester 

Cheshire 

Phone: 01244 348849 

Fax: 01224 320783 

Website: www.byromclarkroberts.com   

http://heritage-planning.co.uk/
http://www.byromclarkroberts.com/
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TFS Builders, Bron y Craig, Tan y Craig, off High Street, Cefn Mawr, 

Wrexham, LL14 3DD Specialists in Stonework & Groundwork and 

Supply of Cefn Sandstone as used in the Aqueduct. Vic Jorik, proprietor 

of one of the local building firms involved with the refurbishment of the 

Holly Bush Inn in the early stages moving the beer cellar from the 

ground floor to the original vaulted basement.  Tel: 01978 820 090 

Mobile: 07930 348 299 

 

Paul Whale, our Architect and a 

very good one to……Paul plays a 

key role in the whole program 

moving the project along as both 

architect and site coordinator 

ensuring all works are completed as 

per the drawings prepared by his 

company to the correct building 

standards. Paul’s company is: 

Studio 83, 

Architecture and Design, 

The Fort offices, 

Artillery Business Park, 

Park Hall, 

Oswestry, 

Shropshire, 

SY11 4AD. 

Tel: 01691 661 262 

 

The lounge re-plastered first and fitted out as best 

could. The lounge was fitted out first to keep the 

pub open. Later the bar would have to be closed off 

so one room had to be in a usable order. The old 

central heating radiators were fitted back in for the 

winter of 2013-14, run on the old system. It was a 

time of make and mend in preparation for the main 

building works which would start 2014. In the end 

the race was to get the lounge finished in time for 

Christmas in 2013.  
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In 2014 the subsiding 1940’s outrigger is taken down as the second step in the renovation 

works, and start of the main build program. This would reveal the first extension to the Holly 

Bush Inn, built of stone in the 1830’s, as the “whole” building has been built at various times. 

The main building contractors in 2014 were Wren Construction who specialise in the 

refurbishment of old and historic buildings, if you want a job doing well, ring them. Wren 

Construction Ltd, Unit 5, Tai Tywyn Business Centre, Sandy Lane, Glan Y Gors, Prestatyn, 

Clwyd LL19 7SF, Telephone: 01745 887800. 
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Following demolition of the 1940’s outrigger, the 1830’s stone extension to the Holly Bush 

Inn could be seen. The extensive bowing of the later brick wall above caused by the 

subsidence of the outrigger subsiding was also evident and in need of rebuilding.  

 

The heat exchangers for the AC and beer chillers in their temporary position during the 

refurbishment of the Holly Bush Inn, and evidence of the 1830’s stone extension! 
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Following the demolition of the outrigger new drains go in 

 

Meanwhile the pub stayed open as repairs were made to the building. 



Holly Bush Inn Renovation Story Part 1 
 

www.plaskynastoncanalgroup.org  Page 14 
 

 

Scaffolding goes go up to enable work to start on the upper walling and roof 
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First chimney stack 

rebuilt complete with flue 

to serve bar area of the 

pub. 
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Some of the rotten roof timbers before removal...with a view of the Valle of Llangollen! 

 

Window lintel in need of repair. 



Holly Bush Inn Renovation Story Part 1 
 

www.plaskynastoncanalgroup.org  Page 17 
 

 

And so the old roof comes off……..and note the chimney rebuilt once again…and the old 

timbers are cut out ready for new… 

 

The slates get recycled……….along with the stone and period brick……. 
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New roofing timbers and sole plate on walling of the oldest section of the Holly Bush Inn 

 



Holly Bush Inn Renovation Story Part 1 
 

www.plaskynastoncanalgroup.org  Page 19 
 

 

The site foreman for the refurbishment of the Holly Bush Inn, Richard ……. very reliable 

and knowledgeable man who kept the job moving along with a good standard of work. The 

view point will be one of the main features of the pub when it is finished. Here Froncysyllte 

is seen across the Dee Valley and the Vale of Llangollen in the background.  
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Roger and the weather boarding going in ready for the cast iron guttering to be installed 
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While the roof was being renewed 

there were also ground works to be 

completed inside the building. 
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Slating the roof 

 

The roof on Well Street gets laid up first and note the reinstated chimney stacks…… 
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Once Well Street and Hill Street sides had been completed the remaining section of the roof 

was slated out facing on to Oxford Street.  
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The upper wall section where the outrigger was once subsiding after repair, with recycled 

period brick to match, during the renovation original materials were recycled where ever 

possible in accordance with the character of the Holly Bush Inn and THI Guide lines.  
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And so the new roof is slated on the Oxford Street Side of the Holly Bush Inn. 

 

New and old timbers of the roof for the Holly Bush Inn 
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Steel needles in and wall repair work, this time on Well Street above “The Old Bookies” 

which we will reopen, although closed over 20 years ago. 

 

Mark and new steel lintel in place supporting the stone work while the wall is rebuilt below. 
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Looking down Well Street along the first floor of scaffolding at the Holly Bush Inn.  
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First level of scaffolding on the front of the Holly Bush Inn facing Hill Street. 

 

The lads and another delivery of breeze block. 
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Back filling the hollow between the new Oxford Street and the Holly Bush Inn. 
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The Townscape Heritage Imitative and the Plas Kynnaston Canal Group working together to 

restore the Holly Bush Inn Cefn Mawr, in the middle of the Pontcysyllte World Heritage Site. 

 

External woodwork, the windows were a sash type and not in that good condition, 50% of 

which would require replacement and the remaining were scheduled for refurbishment. The 

windows on the south side of the Holly Bush Inn were in particularly bad condition from 

years of rain water being allowed to run out of faulty guttering onto the frames.  
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An example of the condition of the external woodwork that had been allowed to decay. 

 

Sash windows to be sent off for refurbishment. 
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An internal wall, showing the line of a gable end below the later roof at a 90’ angle to the 

present ridge line. This was from 1840’s butchers built from the stone spoil of the Cefn 

Viaduct construction and was once a separate building from the Holly Bush Inn.  

 

The new lift shaft and replacement floor joist timbers for the Holly Bush Inn. 
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The new lift shaft to give disabled access to the upper floor area and folk museum 
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The new steel I beams and joisting to support the weight of the roof and prevent sagging of 

the purlins again as had happened with the old roof. This would also provide an annex for the 

folk museum on the first floor in the oldest section of the building.  

 

Next section of loft timbers going in for PKC Museum annex / archive storage. 
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Kingspan warm roof insulation installed to maximise efficiency and cut heating requirements. 

 

The new veranda under construction for the Cefn Viaduct and Dee Valley view point.  
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And the pub stays open! 

 


